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Mirta Toledo — a Woman's Art

By Jacquelyn Lowry

On Mon., March 13,
Greensboro College was
fortunaic lo have srtist
Mirta Toledo speak about
her work. She now lives
in Fortworth, Texas, but
is onginally from Argen-
tina. [t was in Argentina
that she received her de-
grees in drawing, painting
and sculpture. Mira To-
ledo has had six solo ex-
hibitions and sixty-cight

group exhibitions
throughout her career.
She has won many

awards and has had bib-
liographics wrilten in
magazines, editorials,

sentation of her works
Mirta expressed to the au-
dience: her reasons for beng an art-
11, the idcas and stones she porirays
in her pricces, and the major people or
events that have influenced her hife
and carecr. Her approach was genu-
inc, capable, and full of feeling,

Mirta Toledo was raised in Ar-
gentins— a land of dictatorship. The
cidest child of all daughilers, her [a-
ther, h Illll(-l“, stilled in
her qualitics of strength, ambition and
valucs, normallv reserved for males
in her society. Her [ather always made
her aware that she should follow her
dream.  Although everything was lim-
ited in her country, especially for
women, she was able to overcome the
difficulties, and she understood she
must break these limits in order to find
herself and grow. By removing the
and ¢« ung the com-
pariments she crealed a space for self
cxpression

The reasons for Mirta Toledo
cheang 1o be an artist appeared valu-
abic and honest, and at the same Ume
complicated  The main reason for her
expression in art 18 the way il helps
her find hersell By this | mean find-
ing her feclings. anger, sadness, hu-
mor, fear, joy, or uncertainty She
says, “Through my sculpturcs, draw-
ings, pottery, and wnung, | am search-
ing for answers ™ In the creation of
ant she finds joy, pleasure and fulfill-
ment  The ugnificance of life expe-
riences around her, and the stiempt
to understand them, saturate her art
and pour oul as a vision of her family
hentage. personal belicls, and spint

Sometimes Mirta Toledo's paint-
ings, drawings, and sculplure are
meant 10 evoke fechng or thought by
telling a story or expresung &n idea
Al other limes they are umply appeal-
ing 1o our basic senses through color,
form, design and imagery Mirta val-
ues yymbohsm and uses il in her an-
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work frequently  Some of these sym-

bols include: sacred colors (black and
red), skelctons, snakes, and birds.
She also porirays the mythological
spint of her counlry’s people using her
work 1o illusirale the values behind
the legends and myths. [n her pani-
ing “Tno of Life,” she paints a closcly
grouped trio of a man, woman and
child. The child s being held slightly
over the man's shoulder and the
woman nestles close o them. In this

composition Mira is expressing the
belief that while families are differ-
ent now, we stll nced the male and
female aspect or point of view when
we raise our children, in order 1o cre-
ale s wholeness. In many of her works
of art she represents or lells the story
of “Mother Earth™ which was taught
in her country  One picce 15 & lovely
painting of the story of how Mother
Earth lay down and slept with the sky
Mother Earth then bore twins by this
act, and was happy becaure sic was
no longer lonely  Mirta Toledo is
constanily scarching out and reading
the faces of her people  She wants lo
represent them and their reality
Many of her sculptures are the heads
and faces of these people  Reality she
puls into form include: life, death,
family, women, visions, legends, and
religion.  To her, all of the faces tha
make her world are universal, and
important

I found Mina Toledo an inspura-
tion. Her view on life was honest and
admurable  Her abwhity to convert the
energy of the hife force sumounding
her into beautiful picces of art was an
ability | myseif desire. The challenge
and vulnerability of opening hersell
to the audience tock courage and
strength | beheve Mirta Toledo is an
exceptional arust and woman. It was
beneficial and fortunate that | had the

opporunity lo be introduced to her
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